Meningitis.
* Young infants who have meningitis may present with nonspecific clinical manifestations. * S. pneumoniae and N. meningitidis remain the most common causes of bacterial meningitis in the infant and child, and GBS continues to be the most common neonatal pathogen. * Empiric therapy for suspected bacterial meningitis in a non-neonate includes a combination of parenteral vancomycin and either cefotaxime or ceftriaxone. * Children whose GCS scores are less than 8, show signs of shock or respiratory compromise, and have focal neurologic findings or clinical signs of elevated intracranial pressure should be admitted to a pediatric intensive care unit. * Sensorineural hearing loss occurs in 30% of children who have pneumococcal and 10% of those who have meningococcal meningitis.